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Dear Members and Friends of our All Lutheran Church of Brussels,
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time of Lent. But therefore, it is again packed with articles and information.
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that a late frost will not harm the sprouting nature. Like nature we are on the
cusp of a change. The vaccinations against Covid have already started, life is
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a late frost can destroy the young plants, we must pay attention not to fall back
in fighting the virus. We must stay patient for a little while. But we can also
already envisage the time afterwards. It could help to overcome the rest of|the
pandemic, to lighten the mood, and to strengthen our patience like the sun
outside. One goal is to await the feast of Easter when we plan to celebrate Holy
Communion again. Another goal could be a nictéogether, our traditional
spring picnic, as soon as possible. In this edition you will find, besides the psual
spiritual thoughts and information about the time of the year, a
presentation of some of our members. Following atiomsy
member last time, some newcomers this time: Anne and Renau
And additional to that you will be introduced to members of the
hour, yes, rather founders of ALCB! Recently, | got in touch
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who were here during the 70s and who established our
congregation. | wish you all an inspiring lecture and a blessed L

Yours Pastor Johanne




The watchword (see box next page!) for the Last Sunday before Lent aLd Ash
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everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be
n j g q®iltaska kird of headline and program for Lent. The human life
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the life in faith is a process, like wandering on a long way. Leading sometimes
through nice green pastures and sometimes through dark valleys (Psalm 23).
Sometimes it is easy to walk, a nice walk, sometimes it is a difficult hike on

stony mountain paths. And several times in life we arrive at crossroads
we must choose the right track, or must decide if we go on, even if the
hard to go. Meanders and detours are usually included. The destinatior
unity with God in heaven.
In which direction does my life steer? Which thoughts and longings gov
me? Which are the crossroads in my life and which way do | choose? T
human is it often to forget the positive things, to concentrate on the har
sickness, conflict, unemployment, a lack of positive future prospects, bt
dreams can lead me off the right track. In the Bible, we find the didactig
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Lent is maybe the most
intense and determined
time of the Church Year.
Seven weeks of more
quiet, solemn, some

times a bit melancholy services. The |
turgical colour of purple underlines thi
feeling. At first glance the big overall
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can behave towards themselves and
each other, and that sin causes death

and condemnation.

Sin as the quality of our human exist-
ence which propels us to try to live our
lives alone, without God. The charact
to trust the answers of the world and

. The descriptio
of the typical human character of blan
ing God for a lot of things but forgettin

myself more than God

His blessings and that

The word sin comes from the old Ger
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between shores and is probably also
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Sin is primarily not a particular kind of
mistake or crime | commit but tRe5 1t
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Herewith, the ALCB Church Board duly convenes the -

nual General Meeting 2021 for Sunday, 21 March aft
shorter service (service starts as usual at 15:00).
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church, some at home via Zoom.
The preliminary items are:
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2. Statistics

3. Financial report
5. Perspective 2021
6. Miscellaneous
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We are still allowed to physically meet with a maximum of 15 peo-
ple for the services. Empirically, we are usually a bit less. Thanks to the
very good, higlguality technique of the German Church and increasing
routine, we can broadcast all services with less problems. Together wit
the people in church and at home, we have been usually around 20 at-
tendees for several weeRnot less than before the pandemic. That is
great! Nevertheless, we are looking forward to the end of the confinement,
especially for the celebration of Holy Communion. Let us hope and pray
rf _r uc a_I|l acjc p_rc C_@Asalways.lfi j rn
you have critical remarks, ideas or wishes for the services or if you would

like to be more involved in planning and celebrating the services, let the
pastor know! He is happy about every response.
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Anne and Renaud
Anne says about Renaud and hers
We met 34 years ago and were in
love from the beginning, but we w
on our different ways throughout

marriage and parenthood, work, at..

religions. Renaud has now 2 all true and loving sons, of whom he is so proud.
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Renaud is a true generous and wonderful man (here he doesn't agree with me),

with a beautiful mind and big question "Am | doing rightly?" (more than "doing

well"). Because of this question, he studied philosophy at the university, congluded
with a doctoral degree, and he by himself he studied philosophies and religions of
the world. He is very much concerned about the racism and censorship coming
from "political correctness”. His feeling of the infiniteness of ethics, the subject of
his dissertation, leads him to engage into social activities like ruling street educator

teams, the SAMU Social association for the homeless people.

Not long ago, | escaped very terrible life conditions and | am very grateful that | got

in touch again with Renaud who helped me a lot by talking to me, letting me $

ee

what true love is and the freedom of speech and thinking. | am thankful for his pati-
ence with me. | continue my work as a physician at the Burn Unit of Brussels|and

thanks to the trustful impulse of Renaud, | am learning hypnosis for victims o

trau-

ma of body and soul. Renaud is now a psychoanalyst, ready to help patients from
all horizons. He is planning to study Lutheran Theology and is considering beco-

ming a pastor, maybe in prison or for homeless people. Since a few weeks,
a puppy Jack Russell, called "Winston". As soon as we can, Renaud and | wil
Even our broken stories need the FATHER's blessing.

Linda and Wolfram Kollacks

Prior to our arrival in late 1975, Lutherans were
being served by a visiting military pastor from
Frankfurt every few months. Upon our arrival, a
former LCA pastor who was working for IBM
(Brussels) and was approved by the LCA, offered
twice monthly communion services. The follo-

e have
| marry.



