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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I wish all of you a happy and blessed new year with God’s guidance and peace! – A new calendar year has begun.
Year in and year out time is running. Our lifetime is running, nonstop. And while it seems that everything changes
rapidly, the dark clouds above us often don't seem to change. Then it is important to have one thing in life that never changes; a point of rest and a moment of security. We
Christians are lucky to have such a solid ground in God’s Word. God’s Word remains in
eternity and it provides orientation and footing. – This is also something the Moravians
knew. They were a group of pious church reformists approx. 100 years before the Reformation, following their leader Jan Hus. They came originally from Bohemia and Moravia
(today the main parts of the Czech Republic). Because of their faith they had to leave
their countries several times until the 20th century. Today they are a protestant denomination, close to the Lutherans. 288 years ago they settled in the region of Saxony
(Germany). There they started to draw lots out of a collection of 1824 verses from the Old
Testament as a message for every day. Then they choose another word from the New
Testament, which fitted to the lot. For 288 years they have done this without interruption
until today. Since 1731 they have printed little books so that everyone can read
a message for the day, translated into 60 different languages for more than
100 countries. If you'd like to have a short word/thought from God’s Word and/or not enough time for a
longer daily devotion I recommend the “Moravian Daily Texts” to you. – This tradition encouraged the
“Oecumenical Working Group for Reading the Bible” in Germany to select a special word from the
Bible as a motto or watchword for every year. For 2018 they chose Revelation 21, 6b: Jesus Christ says:
“To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life.” – I wish and pray that
this living water from the spring of life, God’s Word, Sacrament, forgiveness and peace, will accompany you all the days in this year that it will become a year full of mercy of the Lord for you.

; Yours Pastor Johannes

Financial Update
Month

Bank transfer

Offerings

Revenue in total

Expenses

Sum

December

€570,-

€971,01

€1641,01

€941,66

€699,35

Please pray for…
… the church members who can’t come
to our services.
… the homeless in these cold times.
… the growth of our congregation.
… the unity of all Christians, as we pray
every year in January during the
Oecumenical Week of Prayer.

Our church members with
birthday this month:
 15.01. Michel Proskurovski
 16.01. Felix Lukacsi
 20.01. Raymond Auquier
 28.01. Vera Proskurovska
 31.01. Anna and Rebecca
Császi-Palmer

Services in January
Date

Sunday

Time

Place

Sermon

07.01.

Epiphany

15:00

Woluwe

14.01.

2nd Sunday after Epiphany

15:00

Woluwe

1Cor 2, 1-5(6-10) + Rev 21, 6b

21.01.

Last Sunday after Epiphany

15:00

Woluwe

Rev 1, 9-18

28.01.

Septuagesimae (70 days before Easter)

15:00

Woluwe

Jer 9, 22-23
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Boxing Day are just the joyful beginning of Christmas time which ends with the Last Sunday after Epiphany, respectively “The Presentation of Our Lord” on February 2nd. So we have enough reason to
think about the Christmas Gospel, sing the carols and greet us for Christmas (and the new year). Hence I send you with this newsletter the “Christmas Card” from our Lutheran friends around the world.

Christmas and New Year’s greetings It’s nearly 12 months to go until Christmas we might say. But we are still in the current Christmas period. Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and

